


Cover Image: Model, The Texas African American History Memorial Monument
located at the Agricultural Museum of the Texas State Capitol, Austin, Texas.
Courtesy of sculptor Ed Dwight. (www.taamf.com).

Copyright © 2015 by Texas State Historical Association

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed,

or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording,

or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission

of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical

reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For
permi ssion requests, write toPeheipsl
at the address below.

Texas State Historical Association
3001 Lake Austin Blvd.

Suite 3.116

Austin, TX 78703
www.tshaonline.org

IMAGE USE DISCLAIMER

All copyrighted materials included within the Handbook of Texas Online are in
accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Secti
Us e 0 f -Brofit dducational institutions, which permits the Texas State
Historical Association (TSHA), to utilize copyrighted materials to further
scholarship, education, and inform the public. The TSHA makes every effort to
conform to the principles of fair use and to comply with copyright law.

For more information go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml

If you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own
that go beyond fair use, you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.


http://www.taamf.com/
http://www.tshaonline.org/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml

Dear Texas History Lover,

Texas has a special place in history and in the minds of people throughout the
world. It has a mystique that no other state and few foreign countries have ever
equaled. Texas also has the distinction of being the only state in America that
was an independent country for almost 10 years, free and separate,
recognized as a sovereign government by the United States, France and
England. The pride and confidence of Texans started in those years, and the
"Lone Star" emblem, a symbol of those feelings, was developed through the
adventures and sacrifices of those that came before us.

African Americans have been part of the landscape of Texas for as long as
Europeans and their descendants. Spanning a period of more than five
centuries, African-American presence began in 1528 with the arrival of
Estevanico, an enslaved African who accompanied the first Spanish

exploration of the land in the southwestern part of the United States that
eventually became Texas. While African Americans have been subjected to
slavery, segregation, and discrimination during this long history, they have
made significant contributions to the growth and development of Texas. They
have influenced Texas policies and social standards. Living and working with
other ethnic groups, they have helped create a unique Texas culture. Historians
have not always acknowledged the role that African Americans have played in
the Lone Star State. Although numer ol
the twentieth century, until 1970 there remained too many empty pages in the
history of the state concerning the black population. This situation has changed
since the 1970s, but the need to capture more of the African-American
experience still exists.

Cogni zant of the role that African Al
past, the original Handbook of Texas (1952) and the Handbook of Texas
Supplement (1976) contained some entries on noted African Americans and
institutions. The New Handbook of Texas (1996) included many more entries

on African-American personalities, institutions, organizations, events, and

places. Yet, these entries, while valuable, did not represent a comprehensive
coverage of African Americans in the Lone Star State. So in 2011, a spin-off
handbook was proposed, and on June 19, 2013, (Juneteenth) the online
encyclopedia, the Handbook of African American Texas, came to fruition.
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The development of an encyclopedia, whether digital or print, is an
inherently collaborative process. The TSHA is deeply grateful to the
contributors, University of North Texas graduate students, Handbook staff,
and Digital Projects team whose dedication led to the launch of the
Handbook of African American Texas. We owe an inestimable debt to Chief
Hi st orian Randol ph fAMi ke o Medimnapitreddr| a
their efforts and unwavering commitment to this project. Special thanks go
to Stephen Cook, chairman of the Handbook Advisory Committee, for
sponsoring a workshop at the African American Library at the Gregory
School in Houston, where a group of professors, Texas Southern

University graduate students, and members of the community worked to
get this project off the ground. Likewise Debra Blacklock-Sloan should be
acknowledged for her assistance in the early stages of this project.

This online feature has more than 850 entries on African Americans in
Texas, many of which appeared in the earlier versions of the Handbook,
and approximately 300 new articles about all aspects of African-American
life and history in Texas. This Handbook is initiated to capture, to create
greater awareness, and to increase research on the roles and
contributions that Afro-Texans (individuals, groups, and organizations)
have made to their neighborhoods, cities, state, and often the nation and
beyond. The Handbook of African American Texas will continue to be
enhanced as more entries and images are added.

For more than a century, the TSHA has played a leadership role in Texas
history research and education, helping to identify, collect, preserve, and
tell the stories of Texas. It has now entered into a new collaboration with
the University of Texas at Austin to carry on and expand its work. In the
coming years these two organizations, with their partners and members,
will create a collaborative whole that is greater than the sum of its parts.
The collaboration will provide passion, talent, and long-term support for the
dissemination of scholarly research, educational programs for the K-12
community, and opportunities for public discourse about the complex
issues and personalities of our heritage.
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The TSHAOGs core progr ams ,%ontowesteche t he
Historical Quarterly, Handbook of Texas Online, TSHA Press, and an
Education Program that reaches out to students and teachers at all levels
throughout the state. The central challenge before the TSHA is to seize the
unprecedented opportunities of the digital age in order to reshape how history
will be accessed, understood, preserved, disseminated, and taught in the
twenty-first century. In the coming years, we will capitalize on these
momentous opportunities to expand the scope and depth of our work in ways
never before possible. In the midst of this rapid change, the TSHA will continue
to provide a future for our heritage and to ensure that the lessons of our history
continue to serve as a resource for the people of Texas. | encourage you to join
us today as a member of the TSHA, and in doing so, you will be part of a
unique group of people dedicated to standing as vanguards of our proud Texas
heritage and will help us continue to develop innovative programs that bring
history to life.

With Texas Pride,

75 < B3

Brian A. Bolinger
CEO
Texas State Historical Association

Randol ph fiMi ked Campbell

Chief Historian
Texas State Historical Association
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|. African Americans

By W. Marvin Dulaney

People of African descent are some of the oldest residents of Texas.
Beginning with the arrival distevanican 1528, African Texans have had a
long heritage in the state and have worked alongside Americans of Mexic
European, and indigenous descent to make the state what it is today. The
AfricanAmerican experience and history in Texas has also been paradox
On the one hand, people of African descent have worked with others to
build the state's unique cultural heritage, making extraordinary
contributions to its music, literature, and artistic traditions. But on the othe
hand, African Americans have been subjectedl&very, racial
prejudice,segregation and exclusion from the mainstream of the state's
Institutions. Despite these obstacles and restrictions, their contributions t
the state's development and growth have been truly remarkable

Model, The Texas African American History Memorial Monument located at the
Agricultural Museum of the Texas State Capitol.
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From the beginning of European settlement in Texas, people of African
descent were present. In 15Zstevanicpa Moor, accompanied Spanish
explorerAlvar NufiezCabezale Vacaacross the territory known today as
TexasEstevanicavas an important member dfabezale Vaca'ssxpedition
because he could interpret the languages of many of the Native Americal
that it encountered. Along with other members of the expedition he was
captured by Indians and enslaved for five years. After escaistgyanico
and the surviving members of the expedition made their way to Mexico. |
1539 he accompanied a second expedition into the Southwest,
seekingCibolo2 NJ 1 KS & { S@OSy [/ AGASa 2F D2
Zuiilndians and the expedition failed. Other pioneer Africans accompanis
the Spanish into the Southwest, and some settled in the region known tox
as Texas. By 17%banish Texasumbered thirtyfour blacks and 414
mulattoes. Some of them were free men and women.

UnlikeEstevanicand some of
the Africans who inhabited
Texas prior to settlement by
AnglcAmericans, most
African Americans entered thg
area as slaves. The first Ang
Americans who settled in
Texas came from the southe
United States and were
accustomed to using enslavefi*
Africans as an important /
source of labor.

Estevanico

During the first fifteen years of Angldmerican settlement in Texas, from
1821 to theTexas Revolutiowf 1836, slavery grew very slowly. On the

eve of the Revolution about 5,000 African Americans were enslaved in
Texas (13 percent of the population). With independence from Mexico,
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however AngleAmericans made slavery an integral part of the Republic's
and later the state's economic development, and the enslavement of Afri
Americans grew rapidly. By 1840, 13,000 African Americans were enslav
Texas. By 1850, 48,000 were enslaved, and by 1860, 1693Wpercent of
the Texas population. In this "empire for slavery," according to historian
Randolph Campbell, the experience of enslaved African Americans was
similar to that in other parts of the American South.

The records gathered by Campbel
as well as the testimony of African
Americans enslaved in Texas attes
to the fact that enslaved African
Americans in Texas had as harsh
and as easy a lot as those who
were enslaved in other parts of the
South. Two cases illustrate this
fact. In 1861 a Canadian
newspaper published the story of
Lavinia Bell, a black woman who
had been kidnapped at an early ,
age and sold into slavery in Texas}ig
She escaped from bondage and |
told of being forced to work naked 6.

in the cotton fieldnear Galveston. Joshua Houston

She also told about how after her first escape attempt, she was
physically mutilated and beaten severely by her owner. Other African
Americans who were enslaved in Texas told similar stories of violence
and cruelty by their owners. Hundreds sought to escape, especially to
Mexico. But there were also cases such as thabshua Houstoywho
was owned by Texas patri8am HoustonJoshua, owned initially by
Houston's second wife, became an important member of Houston's
family. He was treated well, taught to read and write, and prepaved
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for his eventual emancipation by the Houston family. After @ieil

War Joshua became a politician in Huntsville, and, as if to underscore his
loyalty to his former owners, on one occasion he offered to lend money fc
Sam Houston's widow when she faced financial difficulties.

While the treatment of African Americans enslaved in Texas may have va
on the basis of the disposition of individisd&ve ownersit was clear that
white Texans in general accepted and defended slavery. Moreover, slave
Texas had all of the characteristics that had made it successful in fdnisr
of the South. For instance, slaveholders dominated the state's economic
political life. The government of thieepublic of Texaand, after 1845, the
state legislature passed a series of slave codes to regulate the bebévior
African Americans who were enslaved and to restrict the rights of those v
were free. The census counted about 400 free African Americans in 186(
although there may have been close to 1,000. Texas laws blocked the
migration of free African Americans into the state. White Texans also
restricted the civil liberties of white opponents of slavery in order to
suppress dissent about the institution. When rumors of a slave insurrectic
circulated in the state in 1860, Texans virtually suspended civil liberties al
due process. Suspected abolitionists were expelled from the state, and o
was even hanged. A vigilante group in Dallas lynched three enslaved Afr
Americans Sam, Cato, and Patrickvho were suspected of starting a fire
that burnt most of the downtown area. Other slaves in the county were
whipped

The Texas vote f@ecessionn February 1861 hastened the end of slavery
and set in motion the eventual liberation of the state's Afridamerican
population. Despite the objections of Sam Houston to joining a nation (th
Confederate States of America) based on the enslavement of African
Americans, white Texans voted three to one for secession. For African
Americans in Texas, the Civil War brought freedom but it did not come
until Juneteenth June 19, 1865.

‘L'TSI—]A Texas State Historical Association Page 4



https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qdc02
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mzr02
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mgs02
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/lkj01

where the approach of the Union Army encouraged thousands of enslave
African Americans to free themselves and run away, Texas African Ameri
remained enslaved until the end of the Civil War. Few were able to run av
and enlist in the Union Army, as Afriecgkmerican men did in other parts of
the South. Nor were they recruited to serve as soldiers in thevailie
regiments that Texas sent to support the war effort of the Confederacy.
Moreover, even after Union Army
General Gordon Granger read
General Order No. 3 in Galveston on
GWdzy SGSSYUKzZE |yy
slavery in Texas, many African
Americans still had to fight for their
freedom from slavery for months

0 SOl dza S -O0 K S 'S\ R &2
refused to accept their

emancipation

TheReconstructiorera presented
AfricanAmerican Texans another
challenge. Many had to rebuild their
lives, locate lost family members,
and begin to live their lives as self
Juneteenth Statue, Galveston, Texas. sufficient, free men and womeiT.he

establishment of thd-reedmen's Bureain the state aided this transition
from slavery to freedom. But given the continuing racial animosity that
separated blacks and whites after the war, this was not an easy task. Th
state legislature and several Texas cities pagdadk Codeto restrict

the rights of African Americans, to prevent them from having free access
to public facilities, and to force them back to the rural areas as
agricultural laborers. The use of the political and legal system to regulate
AfricanAmerican behavior and life was accompanied by a literal reign of
terror in the state! OO2 NRAY 3 (12 GKS NBO2NRA
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from 1865 to 1868 white Texans committed over 1,500 acts of violence
against African Americans; whites murdered over 370 African Americans
These acts of violence by whites represented their attempts to reestablis
white supremacy and to force African Americans back into their "place." |
1867 the United States Congress eliminated the Black Codes and sough
provide a modicum of personal safety for African Americans in Texas by
Imposing military rule and by enforcing strong federal measures such as
Civil Rights Act of 1866 and proposing the Fourteenth Amendment. Thes
Congressional actions to protect AfricAmerican rights ushered in the
second phase of Reconstruction in the state. In this period African
Americans made a substantial contribution to the transition of Texas from
slavelabor state to one based on free labor. Ten Afridanerican delegates
at the Constitutional Convention of 18689 helped to write a new state
constitution that protected civil rights, established the state's first public
education system, and extended the franchise to all men.

Between 1868 and 1900, forgne African
Americans served in the state legislature
and they helped to move the state towarg
democracy. AfricasfAmerican
Reconstruction leaders such @gorge T.
RubyandNorris WrightCuneybecame
important members of th&kepublican
party and, along with other African
Americans, dominated state Republican
politics through the end of the nineteenth
century. During the course of the
Reconstruction period, many African
Americans moved from the state’sral George T. Ruby

areas to cities such as Dallas, Austin, Houston, and San Antonio. On the
outskirts of these cities they establishefigedmantowns" which became
the distinct AfricarAmerican communities thattill exist today. African

‘L'TSI—IA Texas State Historical Association Page 6



https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mjc04
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fru02
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fcu20
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/war02

American labor also contributed substantially to the economic developme
of these cities and helped the state to begin the transition from its #eta
dependence on agriculture to industrialization. In 1879 a few thousand
AfricanAmerican Texans moved to Kansas seeking greater opportunities.
Other AfricarAmerican Texans participated in the postwar cattle boom
(seeBLACK COWBQYwhile the presence on the frontier of African
American soldiers, calld8uffalo Soldierdy their Indian foes, exemplified
the desire of many African Americans to act on their citizenship
responsibilities by joining the military.

As in other parts of the South,
Reconstruction lasted only a short
time in Texas. White Democrats
regained control of the state in 187
and proceeded to reverse many of
the democratic reforms instituted
by black and white Republicans.
Between 1874 and 1900 the gains [§%
that African Americans had made |
the political arena were virtually
lost. In the 1890s, for example,
more than 100,000 African Binap
Americans voted in Texas electionsh ——————

Butafter the imposition of a poll tax Buffalo Soldiers

in 1902 and the beginning @fhite primariesin 1903, fewer than 5,000
African Americans voted in 1906. In addition, racial segregation was
established in all facets of public and private life in Texas for African
Americans. In Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio, public transportation ar
accommodations, schools, and, eventually, neighborhoods were segrega
by law. African Americans in Houston and San Antonio challenged
segregation on public transportation by forming their own bus and jitney
companies. Dallas African Americans won a case in 1916 that overturnec
residential segregation ordinance. But nothing succeeded in stemtheng
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tide of segregation and violence that restricted the rights of Afdcan
American Texans by the early twentieth century. One form of violence us
to enforce racial exclusion wagching,and the victims ofynching which

did not end until the 1940s, were predominantly African American. Brutal
and vicious acts of violence against African Americans, such as the "burr
at the stake" of Jesse Washington in Waco in 1916 (called the "Waco Ho
by the NAACP), happened too frequently for African Americans to live
without some fear for their lives. Rag®ts , such as those in Houston in
1917 and Beaumont in 1943, destroyed Afridamerican neighborhoods.
These race riots anignchingcombined with political disfranchisement and
legal segregation to make African Americans less than second class citiz
As a result, several thousand AfriecAmerican Texans moved out of the
state to the North and West in the early twentieth century. Although the
percentage of blacks in Texas fell to 20 percent of the population by 190C
and declined further in the twentieth century, their numbers grew to more
than 600,000 in 1900 and 900,000 in 1940

Despite their seconglass status, African Americans built viable and
progressive communities throughout the state. Almost immediately after
Civil War, they established churches, schools, and other social organizati
to serve their own needs. They established newspapersBtiasExpress
HoustonInformer, andSan AntonioReqiste), grocery stores, funeral
homes, and other business establishments that served a predominant
AfricanAmerican clientele. In the late nineteenth century Afrigamerican
farmers formed a cooperative to encourage Afridamerican land
ownership and to raise crop prices. From 1900 to 1940 a majority of Afric
American Texans remained in farming, with about 20 percent owning thel
land while most rented farms as tenants. Tesat Depressiowf the 1930s
hastened the trend toward urbanization. In the same period African
Americans in Dallas organized a cotymmocessing mill, but it failed in less
than five years. These sé¢lélp and economic development efforby
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AfricanAmerican Texans indicate that they did not allow the oppression o
white racism to deter them from striving to build successful communities.
After the Civil War, African Americans also developed their first educatior
institutions. Black collegesuch as Bishop, Paul Quinn, and Wileye

Paul Quinn College, circa 1900.

foundedby several religious denominations, primarily Baptist and Method
organizationsAfricanrAmerican churchesuch as Boll Street African

Methodist Episcopal in Dallas also started the first schools in that city for
black children. The city of Houston provided schools for its AfAgarrican
citizens beginning in 1871. By 1888 the city government in Dallas followe
suit.

African Americans also contributed to the state's social and cultural herite
In the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Musicians sucBlasd
Lemon JeffersonHuddie(Leadbelly Ledbetter, Eddie DurhamScott Joplin
and many others became innovatorshlues jazz and ragtime. Singers sucl
asJulius L. C. Bleds@and Osceola Mays sang songs from the African
American folk tradition as well as their own contemporary compositions.
Such writers aMaude CuneyHare J. Mason Brewerand Sutton Griggs
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wrote biographies and novels and recorded the folklore of Afrdamerican
Texans. Artisiohn Biggersf Houston became one of the nation's most
Important mural painters and an internationally recognized artist. In sport:
such AfricaPAmerican Texans as Charlie Taylor, Ernie Bdakk,Johnson
and George Foreman earned national fame in football, baseball, and box
respectively. After the integration of the state's universities, African
American athletes such as Earl Campbell of the University of Texas at Au
Elvin Hayes of the University of Houston, and Jeeyiasf Southern
Methodist University had outstanding college athletic careers.

Jack Johnson
One of the most significant achievements of African Americans in the sta
was their participation in th@exas Centenniadf 1936. This event was

iImportant because African Americans highlighted the contributions they |
made to the state's and the nation's development. Through the effori. of
MaceoSmithof the Dallas Negro Chamber of Commerce 8achuel W.
Houstonof Huntsville, thedall of Negro Lifavas built atFair Parkn Dallas

to bring to the state the works of Harlem Renaissance painter Aaron Dou
and Atlanta University artist Hale Woodruff, as well as to exhibit the
paintings of Texas artists James Thibodeaux of Dallas, Sanmliieeof
Houston, and Frangheinallbf Galveston. More importantly, the Negro Day
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event held in Dallas on October 19, 1936, as the Afrfuarican
celebration of the Texas Centennial proved to be an important opportunit
for AfricanAmerican Texans to meet and plan strategy to end the
segregation and discrimination that they faced. Three organizations
emerged from the Negro Day celebration of 1936: the Texas State
Conference of Branches of the National Association for the Advancemen
Colored People, the Texas State Negro Chamber of Commerce, and the
Negro Peace Officers Association (now Tkegas Peace Officers
Association. All three organizations had as their objective to improve the
of African Americans in Texas.

- O5
L MSSY
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The Texas Centennial was indeed
a watershed event for African
Americans. After it they

launched a campaign to win the
citizenship rights that the state's
segregation laws and racist
tradition denied them. Texas
African Americans won two of

the nation's most significant civil
rights cases. Through the selfless
efforts and Ieadership oEl Paso Texas Negro Peace Officers Association
physicianDr. Lawrence A. Nixon and Houston acti@sR Grovey African
Americans challenged the state's white primary system three times from
1927 to 1935. Eventually, they won a Supreme Court decisiSmith v.
Allwright (1944), which declared the white primary unconstitutional. This
landmark case won by Africékmerican Texans opened primaries for black
throughout the South. In 1950, Africakmerican Texans also won one of th
major legal cases that eliminated segregation in the South's graduate anc
professional schools. Ti&wveattv. Paintercase, filed by Thurgood Marshall
legal counsel of the NAACP, and local NAACP attorney William J. Durhat
Dallas, forced the University of Texas Law School to admit stlag&nts.
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Althoughthe Sweattcase was one of several cases that the NAACP filed t
gain entry for AfricarAmerican students into graduate and professional
schools, it also became one of the cases that laid the groundwork for the
NAACP's challenge to segregation in public schools in the farous v.
Board of Education, Topeka, Kansase.

Despite the notion among some
historians that Texas did not need
acivil-rights movementto end its
legacy of racial discrimination,
African Americans had to use
both the courts and direct action
In the 1950s and 1960s to win
access to public services and
accommodations throughout the
state. Using a variety of methods, Heman Marion Sweatt
includingnegotiation and political activism, Africakmerican citizens won
the right to sit on juries, equal pay for equal work for Afrigdemerican
teachers, the elimination of residential segregation in the state's major
cities, jobs on the police forces of Dallas and Fort Worth, open seating or
public transportation throughout the state, and access to jobs in the publi
and private sectors. They also usedis# in Houston and Marshall to end
segregation in public accommodations. By the 11@60s, only one area of
citizenship rights continued to elude Africdmerican Texansserving in
elective office. To overcome their exclusion from elective office, as well a:
fight the white primary, poll taxes, and their legal disfranchisement, Africa
American Texans formed organizations such as the Third Ward Civic Clul
the Harris County Negro Democratic Club in Houston in the 1920s and
1930s, theProgressive Voters Leaque Dallas in 1936, and Charles

St f AN¢dgloSCMiXess Executive Committee in San Antonio in 1926 to
mobilize the AfricarAmerican electorate and to influence white politicians
G2 | RRNBFAaAad GKSANI O2YYdzyAdASaQ yS.
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In the 1950s and 1960s, Africdmerican Texans challenged this

paternalistic arrangement and overcame their exclusion from elective offi
In 1958 Houstoniaklattie Mae Whitebecame the first African American to
win an elective office in the state since Reconstruction by winning a seat
the school board. But many citizens thought that she was white and votet

for her in error. She served niterbulent years on the Houston school
board, fighting constantly to force

other members of the board to
implement courtordered

desegregation of the school system.

Il FGOSNI aNED 2 KAGBSQA
American Texans did not win another
elective office until 1966, when several
AfricanrAmerican candidates
throughout the state won political
races. Among the pioneers

were JosephLockridgeof Dallas and
Curtis Graves of Houston, who won

: IR seats in the state House of

Hattie Mae White Representatives, andarbara Jordan

of Houston, who won a seat in the Texas Senate. In Ed6nett
Conradbecame the first African American elected to a local office in
Dallas (school board) and in 19Judson Robinson, .S OF YS | 2 d
first AfricanrAmerican city councilman since Reconstruction. A year later,
Houstonians elected Barbara Jordan to the United States House of
Representatives. Thus, she was the first African American in Texas histc
to represent the state in Congress.

I NDF N W2NRIyQa SftSOUA2Yy &aéeyozf
in the state after over 100 years of racial segregation and exclusion.
Despitethe lingering effects of the old racist and segregationist legacy,
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AfricanAmericans continued to achieve in both the private and public
spheres in the state. They won elective office on the city, county, and
statewide levels. In 1992, for example, Morris Overstreet of Amarillo bece
the first African American to win a statewide office when he was elected ¢
judge on theTexas Court of Criminal Appealst 1995 Ron Kirk became the
first AfricarAmerican mayor in Dallas and in 1998 Lee P. Brown became
first African American to serve as mayor in Houston. In 1985 \d4lay

Pricebecamé& | t €t | a [/ 2 dzy
AfricanAmerican county
commissioner and El Franco Lee
became the first African American to
win a seat on the Harris County
| 2YYA&aaAz2ySNRa [/ 2
Attorney Craig Watkins became the
ail 0SQa -AnmehcBRnidistticF N
attorney when he won the office in
Dallas County. Four African
American TexansMickey Leland
(Houston, 19781989), Craig
Washington (Houston, 1983995),
Shelia Jackson Lee (Houston, 1995
Ron Kirk present), and Eddie Bernidehnson
(Dallas 1993 present) have represented the state in the U. S. House of
Representatives since 1979. Employment opportunities have also increas
significantly for AfricatAmerican Texans, especially in the larger urban are
such as Dallas and Houston. Since 1983, for instance, Dallas and Houstc
have ranked consistently Black Enterpris& I 3 1 Ay SQa bidSy
blacks" because of the social, political, and economic opportunities availa
for African Americans. In addition, African Americans have continued to
participate in the state's social and cultural life and to add their creative
talents to the state's as well as the nation's artistic development. Two of
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